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In response to the restriction requirement mailed October 30, 2003 (Paper 
#8), Applicants provisionally elect Group I (Claims 1-29 and 44-48), but respectfully 
traverse the restriction requirement. 

The Examiner has imposed a restriction requirement under 35 U.S.C. §121 
between Group I (Claims 1-29, 44-48) drawn to a combination fitting for regulating 
fluid flow, and Group II (Claims 30-43) drawn to a method of regulating fluid flow. 
The Examiner asserts the inventions are distinct because the process as claimed 
can be practiced by another materially different apparatus. In particular, the 
Examiner asserts the process can be operated by another apparatus other than that 
recited in the claims in Group I. The Examiner also asserts that the process of 
Group II can control fluid flow other than that bypassing of a pump fluid. 

First, Applicants note that the mere fact that the process claims can control 
fluid flow other than that bypassing of a pump fluid is irrelevant to the basis of the 
restriction requirement. The inventions are distinct if either the process as claimed 
can be practiced by another materially different apparatus, or the apparatus claimed 
can be used to practice another materially different process. The fact that the 
process can control different fluid flows satisfies neither of these requirements. 
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Second, the Applicants respectfully assert that the process cannot be 
operated by another apparatus other than that recited in the claims of Group I. The 
process recites introducing pressurized fluid to a fluid control cylinder having a 
combination fitting with an internal bore and at least one channel extending radially 
from the bore. The apparatus claims of Group I likewise recite a combination fitting 
having at least one channel extending radially form a bore of the fitting. 

The apparatus and method claims both have the commonality of a 
combination fitting having a radially extending channel, and the Applicants therefore 
respectfully assert that the processes claimed cannot be processed by a materially 
different apparatus. Specifically, the processes claimed requires the same 
limitations that are encompassed by the apparatus claims of Group I. For these 
same reasons, there would also be no undue searching requirements on the 
Examiner by virtue of this commonality. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
restriction requirement is respectfully solicited. 

Applicants note that the Transmittal to which this paper is attached includes a 
Certificate of Mailing under 37 C.F.R §1.8; and a fee statement calculating any 
fee(s) presently due in connection with the filing of this paper, along with an 
authorization to charge any fee deficiency to the deposit account of Applicants 1 
assignee, Visteon Global Technologies, Inc., Deposit Account No. 06-1500. 
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